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corporation, except the success was absolutely certain; and the rather because affairs went so well above (especially that of the quo warranto against the City charter), that all other corporations would truckle; and should the King's letter not be considered, it would re-bound in the face of the Court, and be an encouragement to that party. As to the second, which wa.s the choosing his highness for their lord steward, he did judge it unfit for him upon several accounts ; but for himself (if it were so done as that it should not seem to be desired by his lordship, and that it appeared, should the thing miscarry, that he had a considerable number of friends for him therein,) he was content to attempt it, and would put himself and the management to me; using this compliment, that he knew himself to be in very good hands as to this affair if I undertook it.
I returned him this answer, that I would not undertake it but under such cautions as his lordship directed.
December 24. I kept Christmas at Thrybergh, which it was formerly the custom to observe with great mirth and ceremony, but was much lessened, few keeping up the custom of it in those parts at that time but myself, when I was at Thrybergh. The manner of it for this year was thus :—
Sunday being Christmas Eve, I invited all the poorer sort of my tenants of Denby and Ilooton, being nineteen in number. On Christmas Day the poorer sort of Thrybergh, Brinsford, and Mcxborough, being twenty-six. On St. Stephen's Day all the farmers and better sort of tenants of Thrybergh, Brinsford, and EotJierham, being in all fifty-four. On St. John's Day all the chief tenants of Denby, Hooton, and Mexborough, being in number forty-five.
On the 30th of December there were invited to dine with me eighteen gentlemen and their wives from several .parts of the neighbourhood. On the 1st of January